ENGL105 Unit 3 Discussion Board Template

[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: fill out each section completely, answering each portion of the prompt. Be sure to delete the instructions from each section. Then copy and paste your answer into the Unit 3 Discussion Board. Please do not attach.  

Section 1: Four References & Summaries (45 points)
Kaili, M. (2015). Social Media and Social Perception Present both Advantages, Disadvantages. University Wire. 
According to this article, social media attention has brought a global problem of bullying. It has made it possible for people to use information technology to harm or harass other people in a deliberate, repeated, and hostile manner. For example, people post negative comments without thinking how they would affect individual’s self esteem. One the other hand, when someone receives positive comments and likes, he or she feels supported something that improves self worth, confidence, and self-esteem. 
Carrobis, N. (2014, Mar 06). Professors say social media affects the spoken language. University Wire. < Retrieved from https://proxy.cecybrary.com/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.proxy.cecybrary.com/docview/1504611836?accountid=144789>
With the proliferation of social media, it is now clear the world is highly disconnected and even worse, people no longer have skills they require to communicate effectively in person. This is because social media sites such as Twitter impose a character limit that forces users to condense their thoughts which results in excessive use of “textspeak” or the use of shorthand that involves a whole new language of abbreviations. According to the article, social media increases the use of slang language that affects how people communicate professionally. 
Eisenstein, J. (2013). Phonological factors in social media writing. In Proceedings of the Workshop on Language Analysis in Social Media (pp. 11-19).
Often, people tend to adapt some text suggestions in social media and such adaptations could affect individual’s offline language skills that are important to language development and grammar skills. The article explains that while one may use improper punctuations or grammatical marks when writing texts or instant messages, improper transcription of spoken language in social media replaces standard spellings of English words and this affects how the author speaks or pronounces certain words. 
Jørgensen, A., Hovy, D., & Søgaard, A. (2015). Challenges of studying and processing dialects in social media. In Proceedings of the Workshop on Noisy User-generated Text (pp. 9-18).
The article is discussing how languages change across geographies and how social media help in structuring English language especially for those who use English as their second language. Social media helps in improving language fluency and proficiency. For example, when people are using short words to communicate via social media they learn new words they use to replace long phrases. This improves their language and the way they communicate. 
Section 2: Social Media Advantage & Disadvantage Summary (20points)
According to Jørgensen et al (2015), social media is an essential tool that can be used to help users improve their language and communication skills. For example, when listening to videos posted on Youtube one can learn how to pronounce certain words as well as how to construct sentences. Proper pronunciation of words improves spoken language while proper selection of words and construction of sentences improves written language. As mentioned earlier, Twitter is another example of a social site that allows people to express how they are feeling in a limited number of words. This can have positive impact on my English language as I learn and practice how to select words carefully and how to use the most relevant vocabularies for my tweets to make sense. Reading and commenting on other people’s posts, for example, on Facebook can also help improve my language. The more I do it, the more I improve my writing skills. 
According to Carrobis (2014), people are mostly using “textspeak” in social media. By learning how to use “textspeak”, I might also learn how to use slang and colloquial language which may make it difficult for people to understand what I am saying or mean especially if they are new to the English language. 

